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GETTING YOUR COPIES Moose 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. Cle TO DRAW 
HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION eo 
(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) SECRET WORLD OF 


We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 01424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first copy 
you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit 


card. 

ia PANIC! 
If you haven't got pont ra 

all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 
1, 5 and every fourth part after that. Each 
part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 
Whether you’re getting your copies from 
your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers from 
the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 
Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 


A Canadian forest i" 
DISCOVERING NATURE 

Discover North America 

FASCINATING FACTS 

Chronicle 38 

PUZZLE IT OUT 

Owl’s flight 

COLOUR IT IN 

Who am I? 


Suddenly she heard something rustling behind 
her. Owl turned round to see the moth-eaten 
rook peering out of a hole in the tree. 


Owl had been flying around the housing 
estate wondering if this place really was 
once Farthing Wood. She landed back on 
the old beech tree. 


IN ISSUE 109 

TALES OF FARTHING WOOD 
How will Owl find her way 
out of the trap she’s in? 


The moth-eaten rook noticed that something 
was wrong. “You're upset,” he cawed, “I can 
tell. ’'m very sensitive for a rook. Shall I 
comfort you?” 


“T do love you,” the rook cawed loudly, as he 
clambered out of the hole and moved up 
the branch towards her. “So you keep 
saying,” answered Owl. 


GALLERY 
We've got a clever code 


and a tricky wordsearch 
for you this week, 


ALL ABOUT...Prairie dogs 
Prairie dogs build 
enormous underground 
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towns to live in. 
SECRET WORLD OF... 


The prairies 

You'll find badgers, dung 
beetles and deermice 
among the tall grasses. 


CHRONICLE 39 

Pheasant turns us on to a 
new psychedelic clothes 
collection. 


PUZZLE IT OUT 

Yee-hah! The weasels are 
playing cowboys but they 
are in a bit of a muddle. 


DISCOVERING NATURE 
Take a walk on the 
wildside with your own 
nature notebook. 
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Owl was horrified, but a few moments later 
she said tearfully, “Actually, ’m a bit upset. 
I think this place is Farthing Wood, my 
original home.” 


“The humans have covered it in their 
hutches,” she continued unhappily. “This is 
the last tree left here and it’s just like me — 
old and tatty.” 


The rook couldn’t bear to see Owl! sad so he 
tried to cheer her up. Owl looked around her. 
“No, this can’t be Farthing Wood,” she cried 
and flew off across the rooftops. 


Owl had just dropped off to sleep when she 
heard a tapping sound on the window. It was 
the rook again. No matter how Owl tried, 
she just couldn’t get rid of him. 


After circling the housing estate a few times 
Owl saw an open window. She swooped down 
towards it and flew inside. It seemed like a 
good place to rest. 


“Please go away,” Owl begged. “But I adore 
you,” said the moth-eaten rook, pathetically, 
as he climbed through the window. “Go and 
strangle a worm,” retorted Owl, not amused. 


“I’m lonely,” sighed the rook. “Look,” snapped 
Owl, exasperated, “I'll just be here sleeping. 
You know where to find me. Owls sleep 
during the day you know. Now shooo!” 
Defeated, the moth-eaten rook flew off. 


Owl settled down to sleep again. But as soon 
as she had closed her eyes she heard another 
noise. Owl blinked, jumped up in surprise 
and looked around the room. 


A house rat was peering at her from a hole 
in the skirting board. “Pssst — you bird,” the 
rat said, “just thought I'd tell you, they’ve 
got a cat.” 


“Do excuse me,” said Owl, “but I’m trying to 
sleep.” “Don’t worry, we’re going,” the rat 
answered. “I’ve heard about an animal 
sanctuary where the rats are taking over.” 


“Have they indeed?” replied Owl, haughtily. 
“Yes, we're off,” said the rat, as one of her 
litter came to join her. 


Owl looked surprised. “It’s going to be a 
regular rat paradise,” the rat continued, 
excitedly. “I am a rat, you know.” Owl didn’t 
want to listen any longer and turned away. 


The house rat jumped out of the window 
but her son had a different plan. He climbed 
up the piece of wood propping the window 
open. The wood began to wobble. 


Horrified, Owl swooped down to stop him. 
But she was too late. She crashed into the 
window just as it snapped shut and fell, 
unconscious, to the floor. 


Next Week: Owl’s escape. 


All About... 


66Hello there. I’m Moose and | live in the 
coniferous forests of North America, from 
Alaska to eastern Canada. Other members of my 
family, who are a bit smaller than | am, live in 
northern Europe and Asia where they are called 
Elk. In parts of Siberia Elk are domesticated 

to provide meat and milk for the people. We 
Moose are huge deer, the heaviest in the world. 
We live mostly on our own but, like Red deer, 
we meet up with other members of our family 
during the rutting (breeding) season, when we 
bulls (males) prove ourselves in order to mate 
with as many females as possible.99 


We have big 
ears, hunched 
shoulders, long 
legs, and hooves 
that are spread out 
so that we can walk 
over Swampy ground. 
| grow a pair of magnificent 
antlers every year, but the 
female doesn’t. We can live 
for up to 20 years. 


Wy 


! am over 2m high at the shoulders and weigh nearly 
600kg. The female is usually three-quarters of my size. 
We both have blackish-brown fur, which is lighter on our 
underparts, a broad muzzle which hangs over our lower 
jaw and a ‘beard’ of skin and fur hanging from our throat. 


s, 


BROWSING 

In summer, we move down 
from the shelter of the 
forests on the higher ground 
to find food in the more 
low-lying areas, especially 
round lakes and in marshes. 
This is because we can find 
plenty of marshy plants to 
eat here. We often wade 
right into the water and dip 
our heads under to pull up 
roots and stems. These 
water plants provide us 
with much of the salt that 
our bodies need. We 
munch our way through 

up to 20kg of plants a 

day, so that we can build 
up fat for the winter. 


Food can be very scarce 
in the snowy birch and pine forests 
where we spend most of the winter. We have 
to eat what we can find: berries, bushes, mosses 
and lichens, even the bark of the trees. Sometimes, 
several Moose will gather together to dig through 
the snow with their hooves to get at twigs and 
grasses underneath. 


All About... 


Antlers 


66Our huge antlers make 
excellent weapons: the broad 
flat part acts like a shield, 
while the spikes can be used 
for slashing at or piercing an 
enemy. However, we only 
grow antlers for the rutting 
season, when we mainly use 
them to see off rival bulls.99 


In early summer 
mothers give birth 
to one or two calves 
which stay hidden in 
the undergrowth until 
they are about 10 days old. 
Even though the mother has 
no antlers, she can attack 
predators, such as wolves, with 
her sharp hooves and will even defend 
her young against enemies as big 


FROM THIS ... 

In spring a pair of bumps at the front of our skull 
appear as the bone beneath our skin starts to 
grow. Gradually it forms a tall, thin, stick-like 
shape and then spreads out wider and wider, 
branching into a number of spikes. The antlers 
are still covered in velvety skin at this point. 


Naiawtog! 


MISTAKEN IDENTITY 

Bulls can become very aggressive during 
the rutting season. Some have even been 
known to attack trains, because they 
mistook the train’s warning signal for the 
bellow of a rival bull. 


TO THIS 
By August, the antlers are fully grown, 
stretching across 2m or more at their widest 
point. The skin splits, shrivels and hangs in 
shreds on the bony antlers. These shreds are 
rubbed off, leaving the Moose with the largest 
pair of antlers of any living animal. 


Once the rutting season starts, in about mid 
August, bulls have frequent contests to see who 
is the strongest and biggest. Sometimes all they 

do is walk sideways towards each other and 

turn their head from side to side to show off 
their antlers. Usually that is enough to make the 
bull with the smaller pair back off. However, if 
their antlers are about the same size, then they 
may well charge each other and lock antlers. 
They push backwards and forwards, snorting 
loudly, until one bull might break a spike or even 
get stabbed. Battles can last 10 minutes or 
longer before the loser gives up. At the end of 
the rutting season, which lasts about six weeks, 
the bulls shed their antlers and do not start 
growing new ones until the next spring. 


as Brown bears. 


THE BODY 


ADD AN EYE, EAR 
AND NOSE 


DRAW A SHORT 
LINE FOR THE 
GROUND ae 


DRAW IN 
THE MOUTH 


ADD A TAIL 
OUTLINE THE 


FINGERS 


ROUND OFF THE FEET 


ADD AN EYEBROW 


DRAW IN 
SS) THE PUPIL 
DRAW A 
CIRCLE IN 
THE EAR 
DRAW TWO 
LINES DOWN 
A iechj +a) THE CHEST 
Having such a mischievous mum, it’s no vaiienie 


surprise that Cleo and her twin brother, 
Fido, are always getting into trouble. 
They make a great duo, and they’re 
always playing tricks on their Dad, who 
falls for their high jinks every time. 


THE FUR 


DRAW A CIRCLE . 
FOR THE HEAD 
OUTLINE 


DRAW TWO LONG, THE MUZZLE _/ 
CURVED LINES FOR 


DRAW FOUR 
SHORT LINES 
FOR THE 
LEFT ARM 


DRAW TWO 
SHORT LINES 
FOR THE 
RIGHT ARM 


/ 
| 3 
ADD TWO 


CURVED LINES 
FOR THE LEGS 


_—— 


DRAW TWO SHORT 
DRAW A LINES FOR THE FEET 
CURVED LINE 
TO SHOW THE 


al MUZZLE 


ADD A SHORT 
LINE TO THE 
MOUTH 


OUTLINE 
THE CHEST 


H 
meaner Fo 
uy 
ADD TOES 
DRAW you, 
ucimy ooo 
» CAN Ry 
OVERLAPPING ONES 


4 
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FOREST 


66The great northern coniferous 
forest stretches almost 11,000km 
around the top of the world, 
- covering about 11% of the Earth’s 
land surface. Also known as the 
Boreal forest, it is the world’s 
=<» richest source of softwood timber, 
used for making paper and other materials. 
Many animals live among the Black spruce 
and birch trees here.99 


Squirrel’s Challenge: Periodic cicadas 
spend most of their life underground. 
How many can you see? 


Co 
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You should be able to find four 
Periodic cicadas crawling on 
the branches. 4 


The Red bat is a 
very strong flier, in 
fact, it can ‘outfly’ any 
other bat in the world. 
A female can stay airborne 

even with two or three 

~ babies clinging to her, a 

a load that can weigh more than 
she does! It is a hardy creature, too; during 
the winter, when it’s hibernating, its body 
tissue can freeze in temperatures as low as 
-25°C, without the bat coming to any harm. 


The Whip-poor-will 
gets its name from 
the sound of its call, which it can 

GBI... repeat a hundred times or more without 
aces po a break. It sleeps on the forest floor 
Mao ee during the day and hunts at night, 
flying near to the ground with its 
mouth wide open, scooping 
up flying insects 
on its way. 


The black face mask ») m 
and ringed tail make the 
Raccoon instantly 
recognizable. It looks cute 
and cuddly but, in fact, can 
be very aggressive, especially 
if it meets another Raccoon. 
It often shelters near humans, 
but is thought of as a pest by 
many people. It has long, 
sensitive fingers that it 

uses to search out food. 


In the cooler northern 
states of America, the 


It can also use The Least chipmunk life cycle of the Periodic 
its fingers to has big cheek cicada takes 17 years. 
raid dustbins pouches that it uses However, only four weeks 


to carry nuts and of these 17 years are spent 
berries back to its above ground as a young 
burrow. Inside , cicada, or nymph. 
its burrow there . 

are different 
chambers 
for storing 
food, living, 
nesting and, 
in winter, 
The Puma is so strong . hibernating. 
that, after killing its prey, it will 

grip it in its mouth and toss it over its shoulder 
before walking away with it. Pumas are very athletic 
and can jump fences more than 2m high while on 
the run; one Puma jumped 15m down a cliff face to 
escape an attacker and survived. 


or even turn 
door handles! 


When hungry, the Yellow-bellied sapsucker 
drills a neat row of holes in a tree, such 

as a birch, and waits 
for the sap to ooze 
out and run down the 
trunk. its brushlike 
tongue is perfectly 
designed to lick 

up the sugary 

sap. Sometimes 

an insect will 
become trapped 

in the sticky liquid, 
and that goes down 
the sapsucker’s 
throat, too! 


Discovering Nature 


DISCOVER NORTH 
AMERICA 


North America is shaped like a 57°C. The landscape varies a 
huge downward-pointing triangle, great deal too, with tundra and 
covering about 7250km from top to __ pine forests in the north, deserts 
toe. In the north, temperatures can in the south west, swampland in 
drop to -55°C, while down in the the south east and grassy plains 
south, temperatures can soar to in middle America. 


CANADA 


CANADA 
Capital: Ottawa 
Population: 26 million 
Main exports: cars, 
timber, minerals, 
machinery, wheat. 


USA 
Capital: Washington, DC 
Population: 248 million 
Main exports: wheat, 
corn, cotton, machinery, 
chemicals, cars. 


MEXICO 

Capital: Mexico City 
Population: 83 million 
Main exports: petroleu 
coffee, sugar, minerals. 


HO LAtvaW 0,0 D) 


y 
Where in the 
world? \ 


TOTEM POLE 


The Haida and Tlingit tribes on the northwest Pacific 
coast of America made magnificent totem poles. 
They were used either as a memorial to mark the 
grave of an Indian chief, or built in front of houses,” 


using symbols relating to that particular family. Here’s 


how to make your own totem pole. 


| q Tape down the loose sides 
of a cardboard box with sticky 

tape. Cover the box 

with brown wrapping 

paper and paint a 

pattern on it. 

@ Cut across in 

the top of the box 


and push the cardboard tube through it. 


You will need: cardboard box, long cardboard 
tube, thick card, coloured paper, brown wrapping 
paper, three paper plates, pencil, scissors, ruler, 
glue, paintbrushes, egg-box cups, poster paints, 


parcel tape. 


( 


3 To make the owl's face, cut a quarter (see diagram above) 
out of a paper plate. The smaller piece is for the owl's beak. 
To attach this, fold the piece in half and bend the 

two corners back. Glue the folded 
back corners to the remaining 


piece of plate. 


4a Paint the owl's face and 
beak, using painted egg-box 
cups for eyes. Make two 
other bird masks in the 
same way, using the other 


two paper plates. 


You could stand 
your finished 
totem pole ona 
windowsill so 
that it can be 
seen from the 
outside. 


BANAL SNS ZX 


§$ For the ow's wings, cut 
a strip of card measuring 
50 x 15cm. Decorate with 
paint and feather-shaped 
pieces of coloured paper. 


6 Use parcel tape to 
attach the masks and 
wings to the totem pole. 


4 Preheat the oven to 
180°C/350°F/Gas mark 4. 
Cream the margarine and 
sugar in a bow! until light 
and fluffy. 


GWOC-CRIP 
COOKIES 


Think of American 

food and all sorts of 
goodies spring to mind 

- hamburgers, hot dogs, 
popcorn, brownies and, 
of course, chocolate-chip 
cookies! 


You will need: 

100g margarine, 75g soft 
brown sugar, one egg, 
150g plain flour, 1/, tsp 
salt, 1tsp bicarbonate of 
soda, 75g chocolate 
drops, baking tray, bowl, 
wooden spoon, sieve. 


You will need: 
two ripe avocados, one large 
tomato, '/, onion, salt, lemon, 

chilli powder, tortilla chips, knife, 


GUACAMOLE 


Mexicans use chillies in most 
of their dishes because they 
like their food hot and 
spicy, such as in 
chilli con carne. 


v/, @ Peel the onion 

and chap it as finely 
as you can. Chop the 

tomato equally finely. Put 
these in a bowl along with a 
pinch of salt, 1/, teaspoon of 
chilli powder and the juice of 
quarter of a lemon 


2 Cut the avocados in half and dig out their 
stones. Scoop the.flesh of the avocados into 
the bowl. Make sure you scrape 
the skins well: 


3 Using a fork, mash the 
avocado flesh with the other 


Serve the : : ae 
guacamole ingredients until fairly 
with tortilla smooth. i 


chips or crisps - 
buen provecho 
(enjoy your meal)! 


2 Mix in the egg. Sift in the 
flour, salt and bicarbonate 

of soda and mix well. 
Fold in the 
chocolate 
drops. 


3 Drop spoonfuls of the mixture on to a 
greased baking tray, keeping them well 
apart as the mixture spreads while cooking. 
Bake in the oven for 10-12 minutes. Cool 
on a wire rack. 
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1 When you hear 


BIRD CROSSWORD se nt 3s py 
tere this bird, spring ha: 
OWLS PLIG r J FIT In Site chose ivord witty taints! Ft | Rede: A toyctiat fol ty 
names by solving the clues.. || om 4 Acommon bird by the sea 


5 A bird looking for her mate 


Owl flew out of White Deer Park. Below her - “Ahem!” she coughed. One eye opened. Keres 

stretched fields, farms and houses. But Owl was “Do you come here often?” she asked by way 2 A-comm ee 6 Another word for “fast” 

not interested in the view — she wanted to find of conversation. ler ainsi . 8 A bird well known for its 
4 A large bird connected song that flies very high 


« irqi” i a — 
herself a mate. You daft bird!” said the owl. “Can’t you see with nursey rhymes 


However, she noticed that below her was a I’m chained to this post. I’m here so that people 7 You do this after you 
large field full of different animals. It was an can come and gawp at me.” have chewed your food MATCH THE BIRD 
agricultural fair — and there, perched on a post, Sure enough, on looking closer, Owl saw that 9 A bird to rhyme Unscramble the names we 
was a handsome male owl. he was chained up. “Oh dear, I’m so sorry,” she ; with “look” and match them to the 
Owl swooped down next to him and fluttered said, embarassed. birds below. 
her eyelashes, but his eyes remained closed. As she flew off, she thought, “I may not have a 
mate, but at least I’m free to fly off and find one.” 
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FIND THE WAY f MEE: ee 
This is Owl’s view of the P — =< WUE My op 
country. Can you find a path p =A 

from the wood to the farm , 


or river? 
2 without passing any 
animals? 
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WHAT’S MISSING? 
In this picture, 

y each bird is worth 

y a different number 
of points. When 
the numbers are 
added up, across 
and down, they 
come to the totals 

q at the side and 


sia bottom. Can you 
; work out how 
y much each bird is 
ge worth and which 


one is missing? 


MOVE THE BIRDS 
The letters in each group of birds make a word. 
Take the birds out of the cage and add them one 
at a time to each group. Write a list of all the new 
words you can make? For example, you can add 
D to BEAR to make BEARD. 


SPOT THE DIFFERENCE 

Owl passed over the same field twice. 
When.she flew over it the second time, 10 
things had changed. Can see what they are? 
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FUNNY FOWL 
This bird isn’t quite what it 
seems. Can you see which five 
other animals the bird is 
made up from? 
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